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Phoenix; and former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq.

Statement on the Ongoing Review of 
the Overseas Force Posture 

November 25, 2003

Since the end of the cold war, the once-
familiar threats facing our Nation, our 
friends, and our allies have given way to the 
less predictable dangers associated with 
rogue nations, global terrorism, and weapons 
of mass destruction. We have been actively 
transforming our defenses to address these 
changes. While we continue to make 
progress in the transformation of our uni-
formed military, it remains for us to realign 
the global posture of our forces to better ad-
dress these new challenges. 

Beginning today, the United States will in-
tensify our consultations with the Congress 
and our friends, allies, and partners overseas 
on our ongoing review of our overseas force 
posture. We will ensure that we place the 
right capabilities in the most appropriate lo-
cations to best address the new security envi-
ronment. 

U.S. national security is closely linked to 
the security of our friends, allies, and global 
partners, and this review will serve to 
strengthen existing relationships and increase 
our ability to carry out our defense commit-
ments more effectively. To meet this objec-
tive, we will invite the full participation of 
our friends and allies. And because any initia-
tives and adjustments resulting from this re-
view must necessarily be comprehensive and 
affordable, it will be conducted in close con-
sultation with the Congress of the United 
States. Secretary Powell and Secretary 
Rumsfeld will describe further our efforts at 
the NATO ministerial meetings in early De-
cember. High-level U.S. teams will begin 
consultations in foreign capitals in Europe, 
Asia, and elsewhere following those meet-
ings. 

The collective security of free nations de-
pends now more than ever on modern capa-
bilities and security cooperation. A fully 
transformed and strengthened overseas force 
posture will underscore the commitment of 
the United States to effective collective ac-

tion in the common cause of peace and lib-
erty.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Phoenix 

November 25, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you for coming. I’m honored that so 
many people showed up tonight. Jon said, 
‘‘If you come to Arizona, we may be able 
to get a couple of folks to come.’’ [Laughter] 
This is a fantastic event. You know what 
we’re doing? We’re laying the foundation for 
what is going to be a great national victory 
in 2004. 

I’m honored you’re here, I really am. I 
want to thank you all for coming. It’s a big 
deal that you showed up. It means a lot. You 
know, I’m getting ready. I’m kind of loos-
ening up. [Laughter] But politics will come 
in its own time. I’ve got a job to do. I’ve 
got a job to do in our Nation’s Capital. And 
as you circulate around this important State, 
when you go to your coffee shops or your 
community centers or your houses of wor-
ship, you tell them President Bush and his 
administration is focused on the people’s 
business. We’re working on behalf of every-
body to keep this country strong and secure 
and prosperous and free. 

My one regret for this evening, Senator, 
is the fact that Laura isn’t with me. 

Audience members. Aw-w-w. 
The President. No, I know it. I know it. 

A lot of you would rather have had her than 
me. [Laughter] It shows how wise you are. 
[Laughter] She is a fabulous lady. She is a 
great wife, a wonderful mother, and she’s 
doing a heck of a good job as the First Lady 
of this country. 

Kyl married well too; I’m honored Caryll 
is here. I picked two fine people to be the 
State cochairmen of this campaign, and that’s 
Senator Jon Kyl and Senator John McCain. 
You’ve sent two fine Americans to the United 
States Senate. 

We’ve also got a great congressional dele-
gation, some of whom are here tonight. I’m 
so honored that Congressman Jim Kolbe is 
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